ABSTRACT

WA-I~-380 19th Century
Bower-Woodcock House

Williamsport Vicinity

private

This house, a one and a half story dwelling
built of brick, may date from the third quarter of
the 19th century, It has a Victorian porch along
its entire front elevation and apparently had one
at the back of the house as well., A long, narrow
house, relatively low in height, its form is some-
what unusual among Washington County's vernacular
dwellings.
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY !
TBINAME
HISTORIC
AND/OR COMMON
Bowers-Woodcock House
. [BJLOCATION
STREET & NUMBER
Doub Road
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
X vicintyor  Williamsport -6
STATE COUNTY
Maryland Waghirgton
- [P CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
_DISTRICT _—PUBLIC X_OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
KBUILDING(S) ) X_PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL * __PARK
—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL EPFﬂVATE RESIDENCE
— —SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT __INPROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED — YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
X —NO —MILITARY —OTHER:
EJOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
Ellis A. Woodcock, Sr. Telephone #:
STREET & NUMBER ) ]
Route # 2, Box 75 A
CITY. TOWN sTaTE, zip code
Williamsport —__ VICINITY OF Maryland 21795
. JJJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 533
COURTHOUSE. Folio #: 290
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC.  Waghington County Court House
STREET & NUMBER
West Washington Street
CITY. TOWN STATE
Hagerstown Maryl and 21740
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TITLE

DATE

__FEDERAL __STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN

STATE




[l DESCRIPTION kL 380

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
X 6ooo __RUINS X _aLTEReD < 50% _MOVED  DATE
_FAR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house is located on the west side of Doub Road near the point where it makes a sharp bend
to the northwest, east of Williamsport and the Penn Central Railroad tracks in Washington
County, Maryland. The house is situated on a slight rise of ground and faces southwest,

The structure is a one and a half story brick dwelling resting on fieldstone foundations which
become almost a full story in height at the west corner of the house. The house is three bays
in length and one bay wide. The window toward the south corner of the front elevation has
been enclosed with brick, The house displays Flemish bonding at the front elevation and com=-
mon bonding at the other walls., Under the main roof span at both the front and rear eleva=-
tions are porches. To the porch at the rear has been added a modern frame extension. The
front porch which extends along the entire front elevation rests on brick plers except where

a stone foundation, more recent than the house foundations supports the roof, The posts are
turned with curved brackets at their tops. A decorative scroll cut frieze spans the area
between the posts, Most of the porch is enclosed with a plain balustrade. The surface of the
house has been painted red. The only decorative masonry observed were segmental arches con-
sisting of a double row of header bricks at cellar level openings.

Most windows show evidence of having been rebuilt or altered. Some contain two over two | .ne
double hung sashes. In the southeast gable wall, a modern double window has been installed.
In the southwest slope of the roof are a pair of gable roofed dormers, The main entrance is
located in the center bay of the front elevation.

The roof is sheathed with asphalt shingles and extends beyond the end walls of the house. A
moderately large brick chimney is located inside the northwest end wall, A patch in the roof
inside the southeast end wall could indicate that a chimney was there at one time.

The house appears to be in good condition and stands on a lot containing 2,78 acres, part of
a large 18th century proprietary holding called ""Conococheague Manor,"

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



B SIGNIFICANCE

(SR ~T 380

-ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
__PREHISTORIC  _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC ~ __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _—CONSERVATION —LAW —_SCIENCE
—1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —UTERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1800-1699 X ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MusiC —THEATER
¥ _1800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1800- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER {SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house, a one and a half story dwelling built of brick, may date from the third quarter

of the 19th century. It has a Victorian porch along its entire front elevation and apparently

had one at the back of the house as well., A long, narrow house, relatively low in height,
its form is somewhat unusual among Vashington County's vernacular dwellings.

This house was part of the estate of William Bowers who died about 1875.

1876, his heirs divided his property into five lots containing 10 or more acres.

qhépged hands numerous times during the early 20th century.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 2,78 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE . COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
EE1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant
ORGANIZATION DATE
Washington County Historical Sites Survey November 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
County Office Building, 33 West Washington Street 791-3065
CiTY OR TOWN STATE
Hagerstown Maryland 21740

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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